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Alternate Schooling

: Though they aren’t ready to give up on the public school system, most Am
. About six in ten parents with school-age children send them to public schools, but around 40 percent are going outside the system. Most
- of those use private schools. But 8 percent of U.S. parents are homeschooling their children or have in the past, and another third know

- someone who does. The top reasons: dissatisfaction with academic instruction or a desire to provide religious or moral instruction.

Question: In order to improve public education in America, some people think...

Focus should be on reforming the
existing public school system

Focus should be on finding an
alternative to the existing system Source: The Gallup Organization for

Phi Delta Kappan, August 2005.

Question: What types of schools...?

My children attend/attended

Public school

Private school,
church-related

Private school, 8
not church-related
Home school I 8 Note: Sample is households
with children old enough to
attend school.
Charter school 7 Source: Harris Interactive,
March 2006.

Question: Why is/was your child homeschooled?

Main reasons for homeschooling

Dissatisfaction with
academic instruction

To provide religious
or moral instruction

Concern about safety

Dissatisfaction with state/
government regulations at school
Source: Harris

Interactive.
March 2006.

Student behavior problems
at school or on the bus
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ericans believe private schools provide a better education.

Question: In thinking about schools nationally, which do
you think...?

Private schools generally
provide a better education

Source: Washington
Post, Kaiser Family

Foundation, Harvard
University, May 2000

25%

\ Public
schools

No difference

4%

Don’t know
3%

Question: Not including you or your spouse/partner, do you...?
K h tl
now someone who currently 34%
homeschools a child

Source: Harris Interactive, March 2006,

Question: Overall, how would you rate the quality
of education provided by...?

Excellent/
very good

Homeschooling,
grades K-6

Homeschooling,
grades 7-12

Public schools,
grades K-6

Source: Harris
Interactive,
March 2006.

Public schools,
grades 7-12



Terror From Tehran

- Nearly nine in ten Americans have an unfavorable opinion of Iran, and in most recent polls, Iran is named as the greatest danger to the

. United States. Roughly two thirds of Americans see a nuclear Iran as a major threat to the United States, but believe the situation should

¢ be dealt with diplomatically for now. They are not confident about the United Nations’ ability to handle the situation.

Question: Now I'd like your overall opinion of some foreign
countries. Is your overall opinion of...?

Unfavorable opinion of Iran

86%

\ A Favorable 7%

No opinion
6%

Source: The Gallup Organization, February 2006

Question: I'd like your opinion about some possible
international concerns for the U.S. Do you think...?

Iran’s nuclear program is a
major threat

24%
\ N Minor threat

No opinion Not a threat at all
6% 5%

Source: Pew Research Center, Feburary 2006.

Question: Last week the president of Iran announced that Iran has
begun enriching uranium and said his country had “joined the club” of
nuclear nations. The current U.S. position is to try to find diplomatic
solutions, but to keep military action as an option. Do you...?

Agree with the current U.S.
position to try to find diplomatic
solutions, but to keep military
action as an option

Disagree

Source: FOX News/Opinion Dynamics, April 2006.

Question: Which country, if any,...?

Iran represents the
greatest danger to 27%
the United States

Iraq

North Korea I 11

Source: Pew Research Center, February 2006.

Question: Which comes closer to your opinion?

Iran is a threat to the U.S. that

0,
requires military action now 1%

Iran is a threat that can be
contained with diplomacy now

Iran is not a threat

Source: CBS News/New York Times, May 2006.

Question: How confident are you...?

Not confident in the ability of the United
Nations to handle the situation with Iran

Don’t know —
5%
36%

|
Confident

Source: FOX News/Opinion Dynamics, April 2006
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